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sanitary offices, not of Rome merely, but of other centres
t)f the peninsula, from Turin to Naples, against the dangers of
’’ "gelati ’’ and graniti 

" and the thousand-and-one forms
assumed by "ices." This popular kind of "half-food, half-
beverage" has, in fact, been put on the hygienic " Index
Expurgatorius " in accordance with analyses similar to those
made by Dr. Riche in Paris. Professor Pasteur’s published
opinion as to the extent to which " ices " in France and South-
ern Europe generally preserve and diffuse microbes, pathogenic
as well as innocuous, has also had its effect, and with cholera
hovering on frontier and seaboard the precaution it inspires
cannot be held to be inopportune.

THE DIFFUSION OF SMALL-POX.

SOME fresh places continue to be attacked with small-pox,
whilst the disease is maintained in others ; but, taking the
country as a whole, the diminution in the extent of the

prevalence to which we have adverted during recent weeks
is fairly maintained. The following new cases occurred last
week : Bradford, 29 ; Tottenham, 8 ; Birmingham, 8 ; Ashton-
under-Lyne, 8; Wakefield, 8; Chadderton, 5 ; Halifax, 5;
Oldham, 4; Walsall, 4; Bournemouth, 3 ; Salford, 3 ; Hull, 3 ;
and still smaller numbers have occurred in several other towns
a.nd villages. The diminution of the disease in the metro-

polis is still maintained, the number of cases in the hospital
ships and in the convalescent establishments of the Metro-
politan Asylums Board having fallen to 250 at the close of
last week. 

____

THE TITLE OF " DOCTOR."
THE ever-recurring question as to the use of the title of

doctor " is by no means confined to this country. France has
recently decided to put a stop to the officiat and to allow only
M.D.’s to practise. The difference was about equivalent to
that formerly existing between the M.D. Lond. and theL.S.A.
During the discussion in the Chamber an attempt was made
to liken the system of two grades of practitioners to that in
existence in Portugal, which, however, according to an

article in a Portuguese medical journal, 0 Correio Medico de
Lisboa, it does not at all resemble. The writer, indeed,
points out that there are many inconveniences in the Portu-
guese arrangements and hopes that there will be an altera-
tion made whereby every qualified man will have the right to
style himself " doctor." " This right is at present confined to a
-very small proportion of those who have studied at the only
University, Coimbra, the majority of these students taking
only the degree of bachelor, for which the examinations

are said to be less severe than those for the mere licence
which is all that is given at the other medical schools, Oporto
and Lisbon, where a thesis has to be defended in the same
way as for the Paris doctorate.

ECONOMY OF HOSPITAL WORK.

WHEN writing last week upon this subject we warned our
readers that the illustrative instances which we quoted from
the census returns would in some instances be subject to
explanation by accidental circumstances, such as the presence
of strangers or the unaccustomed depletion of the ranks of
the patients on a particular occasion. We have been asked
to add to this general reservation a more precise account
of the North-Eastern Hospital for Children, which figures
in the census returns as having had thirty-one inmates, of
whom only six were patients. The explanation, as we are
now informed, is that at the time when the census was taken
this hospital was undergoing extensive repairs to its drains
and consequently all patients who could be sent away were
dismissed. The six patients who could not be removed were
accommodated in the matron’s room. The reason why in
these circumstances the staff appeared in full strength was
- fuat the matron summoned them all to the institution for the

purpose of being enumerated there. The normal proportion at
this hospital between attendants and patients is exhibited by
the figures obtained from the roll of the first and second nights
of the present month, which are as follow : Patients, 54; staff
and servants, 29. Two nurses only, as we understand, are
employed in the in-patient department. The work of the
institution comprised, in addition to that of the in-patient
department, attendance on the out-patient department.

ANTHRAX.

ANTHRAX has become alarmingly frequent of late in

different parts of the country, and almost daily we read of
deaths amongst horses and cattle, and, what is more serious,
instances of human beings becoming infected are not un-

frequently reported. It is somewhat strange that, with the
increasing prevalence of this deadly panzootic contagious
disorder, nothing appears to have been done in the way of
utilising the discoveries due to scientific research The Agri-
cultural Department of the Privy Council should bestir itself
in the matter and show that it is not behind the age in

dealing with such a scourge-one that is deadly alike to man
and beast. 

____

THE CAPACITY OF THE PRAVAZ SYRINGE.

THE uncertainty of the value of the divisions in many cheap
foreign hypodermic syringes has frequently been remarked,
and the total contents of those sold as Pravaz syringes,
though they ought to be equal to a cubic centimetre, is very
uncertain. Abroad it is very common for medical reports to
give the dose of a liquid at so many syringefuls, a system
which is apt to lead to important errors and is much to be
deprecated. Dr. Kraft mentions in a Norwegian medical
journal that having produced serious symptoms in a patient
by a dose of morphia given by means of an American hypo-
dermic syringe, he examined several instruments of German
manufacture, and found the contents to vary from 20 per cent.
less than a cubic centimetre to 30 per cent. in excess of this
standard. 

____

CHOLERA SHADOWS IN THE ALTA ITALIA.

A HOLIDAY contributor writes :-" From the labours of
the International Exposition of Medicine and Surgery in
connexion with the coming Congress in Rome, Professor

Pagliani, its organiser, has had to hasten to Upper Italy in
his capacity of President of the Board of Health, to take
measures against the threatened importation of cholera from
France. A labourer from the latter country is ascertained
to have brought the malady to Roccavione in Piedmont
where there have been already (22nd ult.) six cases and
three deaths. The Lombardia of Milan says : ’In spite
of the most rigorous silence imposed by the authorities

we are in a position to state that in the suburbs of
S. Giuliano fourteen cases of cholera have occurred,
eleven of which have proved fatal. Drs. Sallio, Burzio

and Arrigo, summoned to the spot, have come to the con-
clusion that the cases are really those of the Asiatic disease.
The local authorities have adopted the most energetic
measures and the Prefect has issued a manifesto prohibiting
the holding of all fairs in the province. Cholerine has
declared itself in various points of the city of Alessandria,
but in a comparatively mild form. The mortality from other
causes is below the average.’ From the Ligurian seaboard,
along which, in pursuance of his hygienic precautions, Pro-
fessor Pagliani has proceeded as far as Toulon and Marseilles
to provide for the escort homewards of Italian labourers from
these ports, his next destination is the Neapolitan Riviera,
where he has caused, in anticipation of his coming, a circular to
be distributed to the harbour authorities enforcing all sanitary
restrictions, particularly as to the examination and disinfec-
tion of soiled wearing apparel. Another department in which


